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Why do we set homework?
The setting and successful completion of homework offers many benefits. The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) suggests that engagement with homework, particularly at secondary level, can contribute up to five additional months of academic progress. Benefits of completing homework include:
· Consolidating knowledge and skills learned in the classroom.
· Further developing TENSILE skills such as problem-solving, enquiry and independent learning.
· Gaining a deeper understanding of topics studied in lessons.
· Improving organisational skills and time management.
· Supporting parents and carers in understanding the curriculum being taught.

What will my child's homework look like?
Homework will vary between subjects and may include reading, research, revision, practical activities, coursework tasks or completing written work.

How will we set homework?
Homework is set through Microsoft Teams. Each Sunday, parents and carers will receive an email summarising any outstanding assignments. If you do not receive these emails, please contact your child's tutor for assistance.
At present, Microsoft does not provide parents with a live overview of assignments, deadlines and completion status, although improvements are being developed. To gain a fuller understanding of assigned work, parents may wish to access Microsoft Teams using their child's login details.
Your child should submit homework through Microsoft Teams by uploading files, photographs or videos. Once reviewed, teachers will either mark the work as completed or return it for revision. Feedback may be provided through Microsoft Teams or in lessons. Not all homework will receive written feedback.
Your child will have a Microsoft Team for every subject they study, in addition to a tutor team and year group team. Your child may also be added to additional Teams throughout the year to support enrichment activities and wider school opportunities.
The English and geography department also use Seneca Learning, which provides a range of resources to support learning beyond the classroom. Any homework set through Seneca will also be set as an assignment on Microsoft Teams.
We will continue to use Sparx Reader for students in Years 9 and 10 and Sparx Maths for students in Years 9, 10 and 11. These platforms communicate directly with parents and carers and are also assigned through Microsoft Teams.
Year 11 students are issued with a Golden Folder containing detailed revision guidance and NEA support materials for each subject. Students should use these resources regularly as part of their independent study and bring their Golden Folder to school every day. All year 11 homework is listed and available in the Golden Folder.

When will we set homework?
We believe homework should always be purposeful and designed to support learning within each subject area, rather than acting as a 'busy-work' activity. Departments have carefully determined the type and frequency of homework that best supports progress within their curriculum.
Year 9:
	English 
	Sparx Reader – Fortnightly

	Maths 
	Sparx Maths – Fortnightly  

	Science (Combined) 
	Fortnightly 

	Science (Triple) 
	Fortnightly in each science discipline

	Life Skills 
	Two per Half Term

	Art /3D Art 
	Weekly 

	Business Studies  
	Fortnightly 

	Computing 
	Fortnightly 

	Design Technology/Food and Nutrition 
	Weekly  

	Drama  
	Weekly/Fortnightly (plus one extended coursework task per term)

	Media Studies 
	Fortnightly 

	Geography  
	Fortnightly  

	Health and Social Care 
	Fortnightly

	History
	Weekly

	Modern Foreign Languages  
	Weekly 

	Music  
	Weekly  

	PE  
	Fortnightly   

	Sociology 
	Fortnightly   



Year 10:
	English 
	Sparx Reader or Seneca - Weekly 

	Maths 
	Sparx Maths - Fortnightly

	Science (Combined) 
	Fortnightly 

	Science (Triple) 
	Fortnightly in each science discipline

	Life Skills 
	Two per Half Term

	Art /3D Art 
	Weekly 

	Business Studies (GCSE) 
	Weekly 

	Computing
	Fortnightly  

	Design Technology/Food and Nutrition 
	Weekly  

	Drama  
	Weekly/Fortnightly (plus one extended coursework task per term)

	Film/Media 
	Fortnightly 

	Geography  
	Fortnightly 

	Health and Social Care
	Fortnightly

	History  
	Weekly 

	Modern Foreign Languages  
	Weekly 

	Music  
	Weekly  

	PE CNAT 
	Weekly

	PE GCSE 
	Weekly 

	Sociology  
	Fortnightly   



Year 11:
	English 
	Seneca - Weekly 

	Maths 
	Weekly 

	Science (Combined) 
	Weekly 

	Science (Triple) 
	Fortnightly in each science discipline

	Art  
	Weekly 

	Business Studies (GCSE) 
	Weekly 

	Design Technology/Food and Nutrition 
	Weekly  

	Drama  
	Weekly  

	Enterprise and Marketing (CNAT) 
	Weekly 

	Film/Media 
	Fortnightly 

	Geography  
	Fortnightly 

	History  
	Weekly 

	ICT/ Computing/iMedia 
	Fortnightly  

	Modern Foreign Languages  
	Weekly 

	Music  
	Weekly  

	PE CNAT 
	Weekly

	PE GCSE 
	Weekly 

	Psychology 
	Weekly 

	Sociology 
	Weekly 



How can you support with homework?
· Provide a quiet workspace. 
· Ensure your child has the required equipment and resources. 
· Take an interest in their learning and discuss their homework with them. 
· Encourage revision and contact the school if additional support is needed.
Please contact enquiries@sbe5d.com if you require support.
We encourage all students to take pride in the quality, presentation and effort they apply to their homework, recognising the important role it plays in developing their knowledge, skills and independence.
What happens if my child does not submit their homework?
Homework is a compulsory part of the curriculum and supports both classwork and, in some subjects, NEA coursework. Your child is given sufficient time to complete homework and should seek support from their teacher before the deadline if required.
If homework is not submitted, a non-completion will be recorded on Arbor and your child will attend a 15-minute same-day reflection. A new deadline will then be issued. Additional support is available through homework clubs, Sparx support sessions and subject-specific intervention programmes.

We strongly believe that homework plays a vital role in extending and consolidating learning, while also developing important lifelong skills such as organisation, resilience and independence. We look forward to working in partnership with parents and carers to foster a love of learning both in school and at home, ensuring every student thrives throughout their KS4 journey at Shenley Brook End School.
